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Burnett, Whit, editor. The Seas God. Great Stories 
the Human Lippincott. Mar. 22, 
$3.00. 

This one those painfully “significant” books, possibly 
compiled with sincerity, and offered public which has 
become curious—but merely curious—about something-or- 
other called religion. Since religion can touch all men, 
and since all men are different, the approach made that 
there must different combination uplift and wonder 
and uncertainty for all and sundry. Actually, not more 
than half dozen the forty-nine stories (or sections 
published novels) have anything with God. Both 
the title and the subtitle are bitterly fraudulent. 


That is, they are fraudulent the orthodox. the vast 
horde beyond any convictions the stories will prove “stim- 
ulating” “comforting”. They will emphasize the im- 
pressions which they cling: that there such thing 
soul, only sense self-defined nobility; religious 
ideals, only desires for earthly happiness; constricting 
dogma moral code, only charity, courage, freedom 


Man’s faith himself the most important thing life, 
one may judge from the stupefying selections from “big” 
names and little. has personal regard give 
him impetus, man must grasp blindly illusion—any 
kind illusion which donates the alias, “faith”. 
This keeps him alive, and life sweet; death the 
greatest horror. Most the stories purport reveal 
man’s insight this “faith”. Thomas Mann, the em- 
barrassing term “spiritual” surcease from “dissatis- 
faction”; his character, Schiller, envious Goethe, 
self-discipline “frigid”, good conscience “contempt- 
ible knack”, the torture writing divine struggle equal 
his executor deeply religious man the unconven- 
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tional and truest sense the word” (p. 60); Wolfe him- 
self maintains, with customary egotism, that not even 
Christ suffered more from loneliness. Christ worth 
reading, course, but manly sort way, “not 
was bring love here and now all, remove loneli- 
ness, and thus make Wolfe happy (p. 
this Thoreau’s defence loneliness the most com- 
panionable companions. This superiority comes be- 
cause can either look “the workman whose work 
are” may assume the shape Indra and look down 
his fellows from omni-theistic sky (p. 87). 


Four other writers consider Christ man only. Lloyd 
Douglas has Him resigned and enigmatic Jew, jostled 
pack shouting zealots Palm Sunday, and shrugging 
His shoulders amused agreement with traveler who 
does see something “different” Him. Mary Austin 
wonders what man would think rising from the dead, 
and has Him remember the prophecies the Bible and 
sudden knowledge conclude that must the Messiah. 
Kahil Gilbran makes Judas the first democrat, eager 
save the world for all men, lest the tyranny One who 
wanted Prince should enslave them. Rebuffed, his 
Judas jumps from cliff, demanding fair trial heaven. 
William Zuckerman least admits that his story blas- 
phemous. His unnamed character dreams that Christ 
fled wisely from Gethsemane take refuge Alexandria. 
Although really died, was vain: there still 
poverty, slavery and the concentraticn camp, and what 
are “the horrors Golgotha compared with the horrors 
the bombing Guernica and Warsaw and London?” 
(p. After all, Christ had face board ex- 
amining refugees, would have done Egypt, His 
misery would have been “nearer reality” than Calvary. 
This fetid touch the modern escaped exile sticky 
throughout the volume. 


Burnett Allen 


For the atheists and semi-rebels—and seems necessary 
attain supreme “tolerance” the plan—there 
similar fare. Sherwood Anderson records the “courage” 
firmly atheistic boarding-house keeper who assures 
former tenant with her dying whisper that she had never 
once struck her “defiant banner”. Dana Burnet’s jazz-age 
parents their invincible way, shaken only when their 
child deathly ill; then they pray power above them 
—any power, and toy clown convenient image— 
and bargain promise repentance for fortunate crisis. 
Strindberg’s sailor also bargains: gets religion fish- 
ing boat and promises lavish altar set. When finds 
his fears occurred dream, settles for tin chan- 
delier. Irwin Shaw’s Jewish atheist prays that the prosti- 
tute wife her worthless son may avoid miscarriage, 
and lights window candle. Manual Russian 
colonel quotes Scripture his purposes, and cynically in- 
forms his men that God froze the 400 Germans town 
with His breath that the colonel’s childhood memories 
might revenged. Ernest Hemingway sets two rakes 
African jungle, gives gangrene the mighty hunter 
and has him insult his disturbed mistress with the cruelty 
truth. relieved torture and the recollection 
vicious life, remembered pleasantly, and wafted air- 
plane the misty top beautiful mountain—another 
euphemism for the great beyond! comparable the 
cruelty Chekhov’s delirium-ridden genius and the 
“courageous” adultery Rilke’s poor girl who left her 
dull husband inspire the canvasses artist. The 
greatest courage, apparently, Warren Beck’s ex-Cath- 
man who determines live “without illusions 
accessible immutable absolutes” (p. 336). Engaged 
atheist, visits the scenes his childhood, drifts into 
Easter Mass where she leaves him when she notices the 
sudden uncertainty his face, then rushes forth as- 
sure her that love enough. They walk “bravely” down 
the street. 


Still representing the seasickness the gods, the book in- 
cludes stories which offend lesser degree. Joan Vatsek 
—one the two recognizable American Catholic writers— 
tells silly tale about Italian monk who afraid 
death color blindness. Martha Foley’s little 
girl feels martyrish because she gives her ice-cream 
money redeem medal which has fallen fatefully into 
Protestant hands. Isaac Peretz rewards Jew, whose claim 
heaven the negative one that never grumbled 
against God, with fresh rolls and butter for eternity. The 
new abode equally typical the material approach: 
gold crowns, silver shoes, alabaster floors, and, democrati- 
cally, Supreme Being who addressed President. 
Nellie Yohannan has Persian youngster enter torture 
contest win new shirt; Franz Werfel has Austrian 
boy, son military martinet, attend shooting gallery 
where all his past indignities dull his sight and make him 
hit his father instead the puppets. Jean Toomer mawk- 
ishly describes the love Negro adolescent for the 
mystical virginity prostitute. Saroyan de- 
scribes the moment train ride when two soldiers fol- 
low obscene songs with chorus from remembered 
orphanage hymn. All these apparently show the great 
spirit innocent childhood. The most disappointing con- 
tribution this group Stephen Vincent Benét’s. 
serious attempt record the miracle nameless 
French saint saving village destroying magician 
league with the devil. But has the villagers burn 
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girl who has become possessed, has St. Avennel de- 
liberately seek martyrdom, and depicts cat-fight 
heaven between two saints named Claire 
parody the gods before Troy. 


What Dorothy Canfield records simple Ver- 
monter who kind sheep, invalid mother and 
wronged girl. true charity, but has nothing 
with religion. Sholem Asch describes the happiness 
Jew who leaves his comfortable business behind him 
and finds new peace and brotherhood tilling the soil 
Zion. Clara Laidlaw tells fine story two unwanted 
Negro twins who win over school prejudices their 
musical talents, unschemingly work their way into the 
heart their teacher, and drown when rowing 
island for some spring flowers. The story artistically 
spoiled when the mother made moral, well 
social and economic outcast. The best story courage 
Louis Paul’s up-to-the-minute recital the strength 
five captured Americans under the torture Japanese. 
These are good stories, but they have nothing with 
the title the book. 


few do. Pearl Buck portrays the earnest labors 
Capuchin the Orient, unable comprehend the com- 
ing revolution which would destroy the enemies 
the people. But the other thread the story his escape 
into the clergy escape his love for his brother’s wife. 
works with lepers mortify his flesh, and the theme 
fairly satisfactory. Yet there picture him 
man God. Glennyth Woods records the psychological 
upheaval the life Catholic priest who trans- 
ferred from favorite parish because “politics”; Hallie 
Southgate does much the same for minister. Tolstoi’s 
parable the shoemaker who fed and sheltered strangers 
and suddenly realized that whom was 
waiting—had really visited him; and Aldous Huxley’s 
parable Father Joseph, whose great piety was unnoticed 
those power but whose sealed dispatches guaranteed 
him ironically safe passage are more service. Undset’s 
“Death Kristin” thrown for good measure, but 
loses strength when torn from its setting. 


The volume acknowledges suggestions from Father Gillis 
Catholic World (probably the Woods story), President 
Shuster Hunter (“something” Rilke) and the staff 
the Commonweal. presumed they had idea 
the range intent the volume. The gracious bow 
their direction, however, may impress many leaf-turners. 
There reason recommend the book any reader; 
unless has great quantity innate aspirin, will 
have tremendous spiritual migraine. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University 


Allen, Hervey. Bedford Village (being Book Two 
Sylvania, which turn Volume The Disinherited). 
Farrar Rinehart. March 20, 1944. 305p. $2.50. 


For readers The Forest and the Fort, Bedford Village 
the eagerly expected second instalment Hervey 
Allen’s projected large-scale novel the American scene 
the 18th century, possibly one the longest range 
continued stories the history American publishing. 
the rate one book yearly maintained will 
1948 before read the final chapter the sixth 
word economics: two 1000 page books each $4.00, 
sum eight dollars, six approximately 350 page books each 
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$2.50, sum $15.00. Bedford Village Mr. Allen car- 
ries the story Salathiel Albine through the winter, 
spring, summer and into the fall 1764 with the scene 
action again being laid Western Pennsylvania. 
this book Mr. Allen limits himself mainly inter- 
lude young Salathiel’s life when the Indian environ- 
ment sloughed off and the metamorphosis into white 
man completed. broader sense gives pic- 
ture the frontier and its life showing the clash between 
Indian and white and again maintaining some justice 
was the side the Indian. 


The publishers tell that each book the series may 
read separate story while still forming unified 
whole. hesitate subscribe that view because 
many incidents the book either require explanation 
from the past else point future development. 
true that Mr. Allen does his best clear each incident 
but nevertheless resumé sorts necessary. The 
with all the factors involved. The central figure 
Salathiel Albine but will supplemented Edward 
Yates, illegitimate son Duke and lawyer for the 
Penns, together with many historical figures and host 
women Sal’s life. Sal was born the western 
frontier When was five six his parents 
were killed Indian raid and was adopted into the 
lodge Kaysinata, Shawnee sub-chief, being carefully 
reared Indian and well schooled all their lore. 
When Kaysinata and Nymwha found that his white 
heritage could not overruled red environment 
they arranged have him returned his people through 
the agency missionary, James MacArdle. the 
trip Fort Pitt Salathiel, ignorant white man’s cus- 
toms, bedded innocently with Jane Sligo, another captive, 
and the two were forced into marriage. Salathiel man- 
aged break through the siege lines and reach Fort Pitt 
but the others were forced turn back and further 
information was obtained about them. the fort Sala- 
thiel became attached Simeon Ecuyer, Swiss officer 
English service, and, after the lifting the siege 
Fort Pitt, went with the ill Ecuyer mission keep 
open Colonel Bouquet’s lines supply between Bedford 
and Pittsburgh. The Forest and the Fort ended Sal 
and Ecuyer were about enter the village Bedford 
after having foiled attempt Quaker trader Japson 
and English Arthur St. Clair trade illegally with the 
Indians. The story Bedford Village opens the very 
next day. 


Bedford was the largest town that Salathiel had yet seen 
and was temporarily confused what him was 
vast assemblage people. further step his transi- 
tion from Indian white occurred when was accepted 
his merits equal the inhabitants, especially 
the Prendergasses and Surgeon Boyd whom added 
Simeon Ecuyer and Edward Yates his friends and ad- 
visors. again encounters trouble disorganized 
Fort Bedford and barely quells mutiny while still ill. 
Captain Jack (Fenwick), man skilled woods lore and 
whose life devoted ruthless extermination Indians, 
enters the story and, after all barely escape serious injury 
riotous payday brawl the local tavern, Ecuyer per- 
suades Captain Jack organize band rangers keep 
communictions clear between himself and Colonel Bou- 
quet while attends the more complicated business 
logistics. Thus was born the organization known 
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the “Mountain Foxes” “Fightin’ Quakers,” band 
seven expert exterminators trained Captain Jack and 
with Salathiel member. These did not begin opera- 
tions immediately but waited until almost spring. During 
that time Salathiel advanced his education and had 
chance observe white man’s frontier life. The author 
takes full advantage this opportunity describe that 
frontier life detail and masterfully. added at- 
traction are given hearty taste Surgeon Boyd’s 
philosophizing various subjects including the role 
women frontier life and their position the very back- 
bone all life. Also the same time Yates, Garrett 
Prendergass, Captain Jack, Surgeon Boyd and others im- 
port master from Philadelphia and organize Masonic 
lodge necessary step bringing religion, rule and 
order the frontier. the meantime Salathiel, who 
had had news Jane, his wife, falls love with 
beautifully blonde Phoebe Davison, grandaughter Gar- 
rett Prendergass, but neglects tell her his previous 
marriage and unsuccessful his one effort communi- 
cate the fact her grandfather. 


Finally the “Mountain Foxes” move out and harry the 
Indians through the spring with much success, driving off 
raiding parties and striking fear into Indian breasts. Their 
feats culminate terror raid upon peaceful Indian 
group Salt Kettles which women and children are 
butchered without compunction. Salathiel kills Indian 
squaw and her helples baby and this marks the last step 
his transformation into white man since now has 
come hate the Indians blindly and seek indiscrimi- 
nate revenge for all Indian cruelty. However are led 
believe that this deed affect him later the story. 
Returning Bedford they found their work accomplished 
with men and supplies moving freely Pittsburgh for 
Colonel Bouquet’s projected campaign extermination 
down the Ohio into the heart the Indian country. Sal 
also finds Phoebe Davison married and gone and soon 
perceives the reason when meets the Reverend James 
MacArdle who knows Jane’s whereabouts and has told 
the story. crushed but soon recovers and promises 
spend the rest the summer with the dying Captain 
Ecuyer. Two ministers stage and lose battle for Ecuyer’s 
conversion but outwits them and dies rationalist, 
bequeathing his personal possessions Sal. With his 
friend Yates away land survey, Ecuyer dead, Phoebe 
married and restless drive his heart Sal finally decides 
seek Jane and moves aimlessly southward. his 
journey recognized Indian chief one the 
perpetrators the massacre and flees, meeting the 
road one Frances, escaped indentured Irish colleen 
whom has once protected against the sadistic practices 
her mistress. Threatened storm they find refuge 
coal cave and their stay lengthens into weeks Sal 
decides forget Jane and live with Frances. She tells 
her story, which overly sordid, and they decide 
together. Sal takes her Bedford where they pose 
man and wife. Together with Yates and St. Clair they 
then head east furtherance colonization scheme 
which they are interested the story ends. 


Again Mr. Allen has proven his worth one the 
master story-tellers our time. has written another 
novel that excellent its main design and execution. 
has all the characteristics good story. More than 
that there very definite value his descriptions fron- 
tier life and customs and his tracing historical events 
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their actual impact the lives people. are 
truly sorry that such book present cannot given 
whole-hearted recommendation because several objec- 
tionable features some which may clear later 
volumes. There slight profanity; powerfully sugges- 
tive passage (pp. 182-183) and one two vulgarly sug- 
gestive remarks elsewhere; there the introduction 
Masonry potent force American civilization; the 
spirit revenge; the indiscriminate murder Indians, 
which will probably deplored elsewhere; somewhat 
cynical attitude toward religion but with direct refer- 
ence Catholicity; and Salathiel’s adultery with Frances. 
All these things mitigate against unqualified recommenda- 
tion not only for younger readers but even some cases 
for adults. The book seems suitable only for such adults 
are not susceptible the features mentioned. 


For review The Forest and the Fort vide Best Sellers, 
Vol. No. page April 1943. 


Madariaga, Salvador de. Heart Jade. Creative Age. 


Mar. 24, 1944. 642p. $3.00. 


The impact Spanish imperialism the new world and 
the wealth and mystery Mexico both upon the troops 
which conquered her and the homeland from which they 
came the theme this sprawling novel the early 
sixteenth century. historically accurate reporting 
the clash between the small forces Cortes and the 
millions controlled Moteczuma, and that between the 
horrifying Aztec religion and the too often 
unpracticed Christianity the Spaniards, the author has 
added several characters his own inventing. The hero 
Alonso Manrique, son the Lord Torremala and 
Dona Isabel, formerly Salome ha-Levy, converted daugh- 
ter rabbi. The Manriques have suffered from the 
lies the Esquivels who, secretly loyal their Jewish 
faith, profit enormously publicly informing their 
own people. The villain Vicente Esquivel, who spon- 
sors charges illicit relations between his sister Marta and 
Alonso. The real culprit Antonio, supervisor the 
Manrique estate, but the scandal was sticky that Alonso 
seeks escape from the world monastic life. For this 
unfitted, the excellently drawn Father Guzman 
tells him. Seville, the hatred the Esquivels pursues 
him. Marta now the mistress the Dean the Semi- 
nary there. Alonso charges the latter with befouling the 
name the clergy and the Dean retorts with scandalous 
details lyingly supplied Vicente. goaded disillu- 
sion, Alonso strikes him and the Dean dies the blow. 
Banished from Spain, and enjoined perpetual vow 
chastity, seeks the new world. 


the West Indies, offends other landlords because 
his model kindness toward the slaves his plantation, 
and his honest disregard for women and money—the 
two weaknesses most the settlers. shipwreck 
eventually casts him the coast Mexico. After ad- 
ventures with various native tribes, most whom mis- 
take his blond features signs divinity and his ingenu- 
ity making candles and wheelbarrows and his hatred 
human sacrifice marking him further apart from 
men, meets with the newly landed expedition Cortes 
and marches the capital. Cortes portrayed 
more noble figure than probably was fact. There 
is, however, respectable cleverness his leadership, cour- 
age the midst much military furor, good insight 
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men, manners and government. Even before Alonso, 
concludes that conquest, and even destruction, are 
necessary preliminaries the displacement existing 
traditions. 


within the capital that Alonso meets Xuchitl, the prin- 
cess whose very appearance has often dreamed. 
Since has kept his vow for eight years—an incredible 
achievement modern fiction—he dispensed 
chaplain, and marries The princess, whose 
career has been unfolded alternate chapters, the 
daughter the second most powerful king Mexico, 
unusual figure who suspected his own gods, deplored 
the superstition his people, and yearned for the coming 
the better god, Quelzalcoatl Save for his sensual 
weakness, his daughter has inherited his outlook, and finds 
easy see the redeeming god Alonso, and finally 
understand and accept the Redeemer Whom Alonso 
firmly. After the defeat Moteczuma and the 
subsequent civil war, they return Spain, find that 
the Esquivels have hounded Alonso’s mother answer 
the Inquisition for her Jewish blood, which Marta, now 
the mistress powerful Licenciate, has magnified into 
allegiance. Although the return the rabbi, now 
Franciscan, stems the proceedings, the trial and torture 
prove too much, and Dona Isabel dies before seeing her 
son. Documents undo the Vicente had 
plagued Alonso and Cortes Mexico—and they fall 
victim the law they tried unloose against their 
enemies. The story ends with the two chief characters 
about return America. 


This but the barest outline, for the plot overcrowded, 
the archaeological detail stifling and the number char- 
acters—only one hundred are listed accompanying 
chart—a strain the memory. Further, the Aztec 
characters now appear under native names and now 
under English equivalents (Vanilla-Face, for example) 
within few paragraphs. spite the constant desire 
blue-pencil and slash the circumlocution, the reader 
held the main narrative. The love story well pre- 
pared for and well concluded. Several minor characters 
raise the wish that some the wasted words had been 
transferred their development: Samuel ha-Levy, the 
rabbi Torremala; Leonor, the Moorish slave, befriend- 
Alonso his youth, who saves him from the fury 
pirates his return from Mexico; Citlali, the watch- 
ful handmaid Xuchitl, and Long-Face, her husband 
who the companion Alonso during his early wan- 
derings; Don Rodrigo Manrique, Bishop Cordoba, who 
briefly enters the Inquisition scenes. Much the novel 
decidedly unbalanced, even amateurish. The author 
seems over-eager explain the whole theology the 
Aztecs, their reliance dreams and portents, their sub- 
servience sex and cruelty, their self-mutilation and 
wholesale human slaughter. More psychology 
exposition would have been greater service. While 
there much intentional pairing Aztec and Christian 
views, Madariaga does succeed presenting Alonso 
excellent, unique man faith. 


There are several sections which should have been ex- 
cised. The attempts the sex-mad Marta seduce 
Alonso, particularly her naked posturing forest 
path which traveled (p. 174) and the matching sec- 
tion the psychopathic Queen Chalchiunenetl, who has 
hundred lovers put death and embraces their statues 
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Kraft-Ebbing revelry (pp. 205-210), although based 
probability the first case and actual record the sec- 
ond, are too naturalistic acceptable. Similarly un- 
warranted are the ugly details fornication involving 
Antonio and Marta (p. 178), Spanish sailor and native 
girl (p. 264) and Mexican warrior priest and the four 
“wives” allowed him before sacrificed the gods 
(pp. 520-22). Yet all this scrupulously avoided the 
pleasant account the love story the principals. 
cussion the procreation monstrous deity (p. 82) 
and the attribution aphrodisiac powers jade neck- 
lace (pp. 307, 455 and passim) may prove equally offen- 
sive. 

Aside from these severe needless blem- 
ishes, the story the sturdiness Alonso and the record 
the beginnings modern Mexico are fairly well done. 
But the novel masterpiece, and falls far short 
Zara’s Against This Rock and Kossak’s Blessed Are the 
Meek. obviously for the mature reader alone, and 
for one who can afford squander time its huge, 
uneven bulk. 

James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham University. 


Hecht, Ben. Guide for the 
Mar. 13, 1944. 276p. $2.50. 


this book, guide for those infected, bedevilled with 
the virus anti-Semitism, Ben Hecht has written angrily, 
and times savagely, and still other times, rather 
pointlessly. has nothing but contempt for anyone who 
either joins campaign against Jews anywhere the 
world, who keeps silent once such campaign has 
initiated. makes clear his convictions regarding 
his detestation all his sledge hammer 
statements: write fools, pipsqueaks, social impostors, 


spiritual harelips, tormented homosexuals, lonely sadists, 


intellectual bankrupts; unctuous gossip-mongers for 
whom speech form masturbation; bile peddlers, 
and invalids whose teeth ache, whose bladders drip and 
whose hearts are sackful worms; religious zanies 
who woo God spitting His eye, and anti-religious 
zanies who fill the dark their heads with ugly screams; 
cunning rabble rousers lusting for nickel’s worth 
power, and the dough-headed rabble ever ready with 
its false coin and its sickly cheers; write all that min- 
cing and bepimpled, clapper-tongued and swivel-brained 
tribe lame ducks who make the ranks the anti- 
Semites.” (p. 10). 


times, makes references some designated anti- 
Semites the past, without presenting the historical data 
one has right expect under such circumstances, since 
the charges are serious enough deserve least foot- 
note explanation some kind. states, for example, 
that was perversion the faith they professed 
that inspired the Jesuits burn the Jews Spain the 
erounds that the Jews perverted the meaning God and 
Justice” (p. makes reference German 
priests who had driven the Jews out Germany 
and tormented them with libel and murder” (p. 23). 
Among the rather unexpected statements which are found 
the book are these: “Jewishness, faith, the sur- 
vival ancient collection fairy tales” (p. 26), and 
have irreligion except that which lies absence 
religious faith” (p. 96). 


Hecht Flynn 


For the Germans, every walk life and every cir- 
cumstance, Ben Hecht has reserved his most devastating 
charges. Germans Germany are spared; his indict- 
ment them sweeping Hitler’s indictment all 
Jews Germany. Among the charges against the Ger- 
mans the one, frequently reiterated, the effect that 
the German inclination and voluntary desire, 
murderer who kills Jews with pleasure. 


Hence, Hecht writes the Germans: not interest- 
the Germans musicians scientists because you 
derer, bold and gleeful, you have German. 
this specialty that interest lies read the 
fatness their necks the mark the murderer. read 
their watery eyes, their faded skins, their legs without 
feet, and their thick jaws, the fulfillment crime and 
the promise another consider the Nazi govern- 
ment not only suitable for the Germans, but ideal from 
the point view the rest the world German 
They should allowed remain Ger- 
mans the open, with good spiked fence around them 
such used rendering zoo harmless. Within this 
Nazi zoo maintained the world for the diversion 
philosophers, the Germans could then listen Beethoven 
and dream murder, and inconvenience one. When 
their claws had grown too long and too sharp, could 
send manicurists” (pp. 124-5-6). order that one 
may possibly misunderstand his attitude toward the Ger- 
mans, Hecht returns his task later the book, 
stating: “The thought killing defenseless people 
glow into his fat German because, over 
and above everything else is, the German 
derer. There lingers, his fat neck and faded skin, the 
pleasure the kill gone out other anatomies” (pp. 144, 


147). 


There is, addition this savage writing, some rather 
pointless material the digressions into Freudian psy- 
chology and its application, such the statements: 
“Sexual impotence, for example, can set man 
revealed creature stunned early constipation, which 
may sound comical explanation lunacy but none- 
theless true and wise one” (p. 267). 


Such, brief, the effort Ben Hecht, scenario writer 
turned philosopher, solve the problem the opposi- 
tion facing the Jews the world today. Although this 
reviewer neither German nor Jewish, certain that 
the former will not intrigued Hecht’s proposed solu- 
tion, and hopes that not all the Jews will enthusiastic 
about it, either. satisfactory solution all concern- 
ed, seems leave least something desired. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, Chicago. 


Flynn, John Marching. Doubleday, Doran. 
Feb. 1944. 272p. $2.00. 


Here have study the rise fascism Italy and 
Germany, plus prediction that the present United States 
policies will lead the same direction. Mr. Flynn finds 
the underlying cause the rise fascism failure 
solve the social question. Unemployment, insecurity, and 
planlessness all lead sense frustration and futility. 
Confronted with these problems, politicians are unable 
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offer drastic and fundamental solutions. Courageous 
measures might offend powerful groups, hence some hyp- 
notic palliative must used stave off crisis. This 
palliative the practice unbalanced budgets, public 
works, and such welfare measures. this way, some 
form security and empployment achieved, without 
the necessity seeking more deep-rooted reforms. 


One the most popular forms public spending 
militarism. This turn leads shortly imperialism. 
Democratic governments, however, hesitate take drastic 
action this sort. Inevitably there arises the dictator who 
will lead his frustrated people the path glory. The 
internal needs modern dictatorship force into the 
totalitarian pattern. Thus obtain Mussolini 
Italy, Hitler Germany, Metaxas Greece, and 
Kemel Turkey. 

the United States have many the elements which 
lead fascism. have economic impasse, conflict 
classes, and confusion among the masses, 
policy government deficits and public spending, and 
tendency towards centralized and bureaucratic power. 
even have our advocates militarism and im- 


Mr. Flynn offers powerful and well-documented thesis. 
The present work shows balance and moderation 
which had been lacking many his more recent writ- 
ings. does not much condemn individuals 
wicked schemers for power; rather analyses trends 
which through period history, leaving indi- 
viduals helpless stem the tide. This the real message 
the present book. Unless nation possess the 
courage attempt fundamental solutions our economic 
problems, may find the freedom for which fought 
swept away post-war economic crisis. this thesis 
could debated constructive, nonpartisan manner, 
the crisis could averted. these qualifications, 
the book recommended heartily. 
Rev. John Cronin, 


St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore. 


Schultz, Sigrid. Germany Will Try Again. Reynal and 
Hitchcock. Jan. 20, 1944. 238p. $2.50. 
early November, 1918, the German “secret general 
staff,” led von began plan come-back 


new world conflict. Not only the soldiers, but in- 
onal men, students, and the common 
were enlis sted the underground campaign 


make the 1919 peace mere breathing space between two 
German wars conquest. Armament factories began 
secretly the army and navy strategists drew 
attack, and the propaganda 
artists set foot their insidious war-in-peace program. 


Meanwhile cover-up for these war preparations the 


Germans kept the sympathies the Alliec 
victors and pretended that the Reich was chaos. The 
swallowed the and neglected watch 
the closely. The “secret staff” was 
the chance make ready “try again.” 


new 


she was lin 1919 until 1941 chief the 
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Berlin commentator for the Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. She kept close touch with events Germany, 
interviewed personally many the chief actors including 
Hitler, Goering, and Himmler, and had some misunder- 
standings with the Gestapo and with British shrapnel 
during the first R.A.F. raid Berlin. She writes with 
the clipped, sober style the good journalist and always 
tries fair. 


Her proofs the Great German Plot are circumstantial 
enough give pause, though not sufficiently document- 
fully convincing. But might prudent, for 
change, give somebody else besides the Germans the 
benefit the doubt—Miss Schultz, for instance. From 
1919 1939 indulged our quaint proclivity for brand- 
ing “propaganda” almost any charge against the sin- 
cerity and peaceful intentions the Germans. That 
policy ours has been notoriously belied 
might advisable take chances this time and 
assume for safety’s sake that the author right when she 
says that they fooled once and, show similar 
misplaced sentimentality, they will again means 
the same protective coloration. 


question, however, Miss Schultz’ statement that the 
majority the German people were “in” the 
plot. Her blanket condemnation German women, for 
instance, seems bit extreme (pp. 121-150). Perhaps 
true, the author claims, that only very small minor- 
ity the Germans have been unaffected the Nazi 
poison. defence her claim, indeed, she presents 
evidence strong enough least make hesitate before 
denving it. But the case against the Germans people 
still requires more bolstering that receives even this 
very strong book. The recent volumes Howard 
Smith (Last Train from Arvid (Behind 
the Steel Wall), and Hagen (Germany After Hitler), 
have stressed the size and strength the anti-Nazi forces 
present-day Germany, and—rather Schultz 
practically admits the same thing herself. 


her final chapter, she proposes that should draw 
cordon sanitaire around post-war Germany and let the 
Germans fight out among themselves. The result 
this domestic she says, will eventual 
triumph the decent and moderate elements within the 
Reich. But she has the first four-fifths the 
book proving that there are practically decent 
forces left Germany. rather difficult 
believe, therefore, that they will the victors 
cleansing revolution. 


One the best portions the book the description 
the eight Nazi “Trojan Horses” smoke-screens behind 
which the war-in-peace strategy launched 
our fears Russia, the planting divi- 
sions among the United Nations, appeals Christian 
charity, and similar subterfuges are craftily used the 
“secret general means “trying again.” 


The author misses point her statement Vatican 
diplomacy vis-a-vis Nazi Germany. She refers (p. 232) 
the Pope’s rapprochement with Hitler the summer 
1933, but omits mention that after that date 
relations between the Vatican and the Nazi became pro- 
gressively worse. Afte 1936 the Pore was one the few 
statesmen who dared publicly protest against 
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For the general reader the book recommended being 
the best recent presentation this particular viewpoint 


regarding post-war Germany. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 


Clark, Elmer The Chiangs China. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. 1944. 123p. $1.00. 


charming little volume about some very great and good 
people who are living out epic China—the story 
Charles Jones Soong and his six children with names 
like temple chimes ringing Eling, Chingling, Mayling 
(the three girls), and the boys Tse-vung, Tse-an, and 
Tse-liang. Mayling know the queenly and capti- 
vating Madame Chiang-kai-shek. The history the Sun 
family, too, and that the Chiangs, told with simple 
grace and refreshing touch human interest. 


The father the gracious lady who, with her husband, 
the Generalissimo, leading China’s fight for freedom, 
came America 1880 timid boy fourteen. 
Adopted charitable group Methodists Wilming- 
ton, C., became Christian and returned his 
native land few years later this 
vocation was not successful, and find him the 
outbreak the first world war prosperous merchant 
Shanghai, happily married, and still good Christian. 


Mayling Soong and her two sisters were sent America 
for their education. They graduated from the Methodist 
Wesleyan College Macon, Ga., and, 1917, Mayling, 
returning China, married the young soldier Chiang- 
kai-shek, protege Dr. Sun Yat-sen. 


The future Generalissimo, Buddhist, was influenced 
gently and tactfully towards Christianity his mother- 
in-law, Madame Kwei-tseng- Soong. After assiduous 
reading the Bible and much careful self-searching, 
Chiang “experienced” Christ and was received into the 
Methodist communion. This was 1926, against 
kaleidoscopic background Chinese revolution. 


From this point on, the book narrates twofold and inter- 
weaving series incidents: the Chiangs are leading Free 
China the face internal revolution and invasion 
Japan, and, the same time, are developing truly strik- 
ing fashion their own deeply religious lives. The eluci- 
dation this latter fact constitutes perhaps the chief 
value Mr. Clark’s sketch. 


Though not possessing the full truth Christian Revela- 
tion, Madame Chiang and her husband give the undoubt- 
impression being sincere followers Christ, even 
the extent basing their political actions His prin- 
ciples. These are some specimen observations from their 
own lips: 


(Chiang-kai-shek, from his prison Sian 1936): “From 
captors asked but one thing, copy the Bible. 
solitude had ample opportunity for reading and 
meditation. The greatness and love Christ burst upon 
with new inspiration, increasing strength struggle 
against evil, overcome temptation and uphold right- 
eousness The many virtues Christ cannot pos- 
sibly enumerate. Today being Good Friday, merely 
wish explain some the lessons have derived from 
the trials Christ. His utterance from the Cross are 
our spiritual inheritance. forgiveness for his 


Clark 


Hughes 


enemies, cried: ‘Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do’.” (102) 


(Madame Chiang-kai-shek, speaking Madison Square 
Garden, 1943): “There must bitterness the 
reconstructed world. matter what have suffered, 
must try forgive those who injured The teach- 
ings Christ radiate ideas for the elevation souls and 
intellectual capacities far above the common passions 
hate and degradation taught hate the evil 
men, but not men themselves.” (116). 


Certainly recommended all. The author Methodist 
editor and lecturer, and laces his book with typical 
Methodist misconceptions Christian truth. The Catho- 
lic reader will catch the inadequate note immediately. 
But the understanding Catholic will also perceive the 
underlying beauty and greatness two very admirable 
and earnest Christian souls who, while playing resound- 
ing part epic political and military struggle, can 
find time say such things these: “Truly great the 
love Christ! all meditations found these 
thoughts recurring and pproviding with rich spiritual 
sustenance” (Chiang-kai-shek, from Sian, 
Clark has distinctly raised our hopes for the future 


free democratic China. 
Josepph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 


Catholic Book Club---April Selection 


Hughes, Emmet John. The Church and the Liberal 
Society. Princeton University Press. Mar. 14, 1944. 307p. 
$3.00. 


Medieval society was based upon the primacy the 
spiritual. Its three pillars were: faith after-life, 
and the worth institutional mediation between 
man’s God and man; spiritual purpose society and 
social organization, namely, the fulfillment the spiritual 
destiny man; and finally the sovereignty religious 
ethics over economic activity. The Liberal society which 
arose out the ruins the medieval society recognizes 
the primacy the material alone. The citizen this 
latter society, Economic Man, looks for salavtion 
accumulation material goods; his only ideal utility; 
his morality determined the exigencies business 
enterprises; his virtue equated desire; his morality 
painless and empty. this society the institutional 
medium between man and his goal is, was, aris- 
tocracy wealth operating within and under the protec- 
tion civil governments whose major concern per- 
petuate uninhibited economic competition. 


These two ideals are separated not only several cen- 
turies time, but opposed each other contradictory 
faiths. Liberalism faith much “in its com- 
pleted structure embodies autonomous, self-sustain- 
ing conception man’s relationship his God, his uni- 
verse, his society.” (p. the purpose this book 
“To follow the course this struggle contradictory 
creeds, from its roots its resolution and ap- 
proach understanding the forces which, the 
twentieth century were darken that reason, weaken 
that will, and uproot that faith.” (p. 4-5) 


This century-spanning revolution was revolution 
economics, religion, science, political institutions, 
social organization. But profound these changes 
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were, they were but the outward symptoms change 
still more profound: the revolution man’s estimate 
himself. was complete and total reversal values, 
which man’s relationship God, himself, his 
fellow-man, society were radically changed. 


The economic revolution began take shape the late 
middle ages. The rise the merchant class the 
fifteenth century produced social group with natural 
function the medieval society and land-economy. Liquid 
capital disputed the domination landed wealth. 
financial class emerged that demanded for itself com- 
plete freedom trade. was lay culture embryo. 
existed within but was not part the social organism 
its time. demanded first all reconsideration 
ethical values, and emancipation economic appetites 
from religious ethics. The rapid pace commercialism 
accelerated the change the sixteenth century. found 
prophet Machiavelli, protector the state, now 
conceived along regional and nationalistic lines and dis- 
placing the Church the institutional guarantor indi- 
vidual rights, and received benediction from the new 
religions which followed upon thé revolt Martin Luther. 
Dutch Calvinism set the pace for the religion mer- 
cantilism; Puritanism England followed suit ad- 
justing the purpose religion the demands lay 
economy. They succeeded raising commercialism 
the rank earthly Eden, exalting industry the 
greatest virtues, and debasing indigence the greatest 
vices. 


Simultaneously with the revolt economics and the 
revolt from Rome, came the new development science. 
The effect the Copernican revolution and the Car- 
tesian revolution upon the shaping the Liberal society 
was not the discovery and application new mathe- 
matical method, but the impact men’s minds the 
new concept the universe nature. new world 
opened their perception. Nature was longer 
thing divine origin, but ever-expanding and deter- 
ministic universe. new visions opened before him 
man seemed lost the limitless spaces, puny, imperfect, 
and not very significant machine. just the cynicism 
and scepticism Montaigne grew out the prospect 
competing Christian sects, out this new vision the 
universe there arose new notion God. The Christian 
God was tried and indicted Voltaire and the Encyclo- 
pedists: Deism became the fashion religion, for pro- 
vided God who was merely convenient appendage 
the new concept nature. Men dispensed with the 
fear God, retaining polite respect for the impersonal, 
mechanical mover the universe. 


Nationalism religion and politics; lay culture sup- 
planting the spiritual culture the earlier ages; world 
which wealth was happiness enough; the state 
economic convenience; religion dedicated the interests 
the wealthy few: these were the characteristics that 
Liberalism which reached its golden age the nine- 
teenth century. This century, significantly enough, was 
the century industrialism and the poor, 
the conversion political power into instrument 
the service the triumphant bourgeoisie, the 
Economic Man. 


This Liberal Faith disintegrating today because the 
failure its supreme principle: expediency. has 
inner consistency. Opposed today, has been 
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through the centuries, the Catholic Church. Mr. 
Hughes reasserts the need Catholicism living the 
present, combating present evils, adjusting its social pro- 
gram the needs the plea that eloquent 
not because the fervor the appeal but because 
the force his depiction the opposing evil. 


The very sweep the book its finest recommendation. 
moves rapidly but surely through the centuries, and 
though following the thread economic deter- 
minism, abstract thing, the book does not suffer from 
the vagueness that often accompanies such efforts. 
His points are made terms the concrete events 
history; great movements are described through the men 
who led them. Its defects, which are very few, are also 
due the sweep the book. His method leads him 
occasionally into too broad generalizations history, or, 
because the impossibility filling all the details, 
some the historical points makes will appear dis- 
torted historian. case point his analysis 
the American Revolution chapter vii (cf. 113 ff). 


The book will, because its depth 
nature, recommend itself only serious readers. 
Charles Denecke, S.J., 
University Scranton. 
Plummer, Mary Elizabeth. The Collected Works Mrs. 
Willoughby. Little, Brown. Feb. 23, 
2.00. 


“It was Mrs. Willoughby’s failing that she did not stick 
any one thing long enough finish it.” She was 
woman ideas with dream being great, but her 
dream danced ahead her ideas—ideas too numerous 
and too varied rescued from their scatter-brain con- 
fusion place the world reality. 

connoisseur languages, she has mastered the first 
lesson all the romance language primers, and 
one unforgettable occasion was thrilled “discover for 
herself” that the respective vocabularies were strikingly 
similar. She ventured, after few lessons Portuguese, 
accompany her husband South American trip, 
where with her charming manner and limited foreign 
vocabulary, she won from prominent Brazilian the gener- 
ous tribute that “she spoke beautiful English,” her favorite 
language thereafter. 

One day the significance history occurred Mrs. James 
Peter Willoughby, when she realized that everything re- 
counted the books had “actually happened.” She was 
fired with enthusiasm and sought fill the gaps 
her knowledge that she could discover the key 
world events. But time would not wait while she “caught 
up,” and she abandoned her philosophic research; she 
returned from the Siege Troy add her bit the 
present war effort. ‘bit” included dinner party 
planned for twenty coast guardsmen but actually served 
men from every branch service and ranking from 
Private General. There were twenty guests but 
girls, because not even Mrs. Willoughby could accommo- 
date forty guests. 

Mrs. Willoughby was deeply concerned about the solu- 
tion world ills. When she devised the Mrs. Willoughby 
Plan she foresaw not only great acclaim but world amaze- 
ment, the plan was simple everyone should have 
thought out for himself. All difficulties were 


ironed out her specially appointed “council experts” 
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and her “steering There would mini- 
mum difficulty, course, the plan its final sim- 
plicity called for nothing more less than individual 
perfection. 


sudden burst wisdom Mrs. Willoughby became 
aware that her gifts, including the vivid imagination that 
had carried her through world fancy, were most 
effectively and successfully lavished within her own 
household and community. Knowledge came with ex- 
periment designing her own clothes and the realization 
that the things she did best were bound the work 
homemaking. Her final decision was achieve 
greatness the woman behind truly great man—her 
husband. 


With humor and understanding, the author has written 
this book which may wholeheartedly recommended 
for the entertainment the general reader. 

Knight, Eric. Lassie Come Home. Mar- 
guerite Kirmse. 1940. 248p. 2.00 


The screen version this dog story “dog man” 
for all dog lovers revived reader interest great 
extent that after lapse three years after original publi- 
“Lassie Come Home” won place best seller 
ists. 


Lassie, valuable thoroughbred collie, the prized pos- 
session Yorkshire lad prewar days. Unemploy- 
ment forces the family accept government dole and 
eventually necessitates the sale Lassie covetous 
neighboring duke. But Lassie refuses separated 
from Joe and after repeated escapes and returns the 
collier’s cottage taken the duke estate north- 
ern Scotland. Joe’s grief equalled only Lassie’s and 
the boy clings the hope that despite 400 miles un- 
known country Lassie may somehow return stay. 
Lassie does escape and guided unerring instinct which 
keeps her traveling ever southward, and after series 
misadventures and consequent delays she comes once 
more the very spot which she had daily awaited Joe’s 
return from school. The duke realizes that Lassie 
his then Joe, too, must become part his estate. This 
effects employing Joe’s father. This turn events 
assures happy ending. Lassie the duke’s property but 
continues Joe’s dog, Joe’s father re-employed, 
family prosperity reassured. 


Treatment the theme excellent. Devoid senti- 
mental nonsense, the story nevertheless genuinely 
moving. Joe’s home and family life are depicted with 
vigorous reality, the ethical standards his parents, 
admirable their simplicity, are well presented. The 
story universal appeal and especially recommended 


“doggy” readers. 


Breger, Lt. Deve. Private Breger’s War. Random House. 


March 13, 1944. $2.00. 


the present collection find far the funniest, most 
human and most realistic cartoons come out this 
war. Though the artist now lieutenant yet the car- 
toons are strictly the variety with Private Breger 
the central character and far the most important 
man the war. War has not deprived Private Breger 
his humanity and moves with equanimity through 
its various vicissitudes reacting unfamiliar situations 


Knight Breger Lindbergh 


the light his past environment. Private Breger far 
more appealing than the well known “Sad Sack” and far 
more realistic his escapades and reactions. Most ap- 
pealing and most genuine those situations where, 
with the utmost good will, completely dumfounds 
his officers and emerges unscathed leaving them hold 
the bag. The cartoons deal with various aspects 
soldier’s life Britain and hypothetical front against 
the Germans. exception the risibility induction 
rating each cartoon high and all are easily under- 
standable. There only one cartoon that might even 
possibly considered very slightly suggestive and then 
only prurient minds. Otherwise they are the highest 
calibre with nothing objectionable their makeup and 
the book may freely recommended all. 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow. The Steep Ascent. Harcourt, 
Brace. Mar. 16. 1944. 120p. $2.00. 


Some years ago, thoughtful magazine article, Mrs. 
Lindbergh puzzled out for herself the paradox confronting 
all artists who strive both for journalistic immediacy and 
ripened interpretation experience; and she reached 
the Wordsworthian conclusion that the moment only 
the seed which must needs suffer the change transmu- 
tation into the flower after long submergence the well 
time and memory. This was not enough for certain 
critics who continued fling after her the unfair and 
foolish charge “nature-faking.” They have their final 
answer now, they choose accept it, the convention 
The Steep Ascent, whose sensitive and evocative prose 
fictionalizes experience order lend greater validity 
through almost Aristotelian esthetic detachment; 
performs second function well, that investing 
individual happening with universal significance, that 
the simple narrative Eve and Gerald Alcott, trapped 
fog over the Italian Alps—and that the entire plot— 
becomes parable Everyman and Everywoman facing 
the splendid and perilous and lovable ordeal Life. 


are obsessed nowadays with the terror the airplane, 
and with reason; think Louis Aragon’s macabre 
image Messerschmitts dancing their foul 
across the Raider’s Moon, while Hansel and Grethel cower 
low amid the leaves the Mirkwood that shattered 
Europe. Mrs. Lindbergh’s luminous power metaphor 
calls mind the more radiant Icarian possibility 
cockpit whence the slouching Minotaur has been banished. 
Man’s conquest the air has added new dimension 
imaginative writing which very few have yet availed 
themselves; there Richard Hillary, course, and Selden 
Rodman, not mention Harry Brown, John Pudney, and 
Antoine Saint-Exupery. seems very high praise, 
and comparisons are not only invidious but risky, but 
should feel inclined rank her very close the French- 
man; they are very much akin their habit meta- 
physical habit which becoming almost the 
average idiom our troubled age novel, poem, travel- 
ogue, political treatise. 


The form The Steep Ascent may well confuse the 
reader accustomed the ordinary novella; would 
simpler, perhaps, consider extended lyric medi- 
tation life and death, phrased one the most 
exquisite prose styles our generation. (Belloc could 
not better the mountain interludes.) 
comparison could liken the fine bouquet some 
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rare vintage year; the clear water Sibelius symphony 
might more appropriate; but any rate not the 
synthetic colored pharmacist fluid Rosamund’s Purple 


Jar. 
Charles Brady. 


Catholic Book Selection 
Maguire, William The Captain Wears 
millan, Dec. 1943. 207p. $2.00. 


The Captain Wears Cross sequel Rig for Church. 
Father Maguire speaks again Fleet Chaplain the 
Pacific Fleet, and recounts the anecdotes that set aside 
the seamy side war, and reveal the heroism and cour- 
age the men among his intimate associates, whom war 
has made great. 


Beneath the unassuming and extremely interesting story 
his own work, Father Maguire’s plea for followers 
who will carry the religious service our men, fighting 
training. Many the incidents described are evidence 
the religious consciousness that awakened intensi- 
fied soldier, sailor marine, when faced with war; 
evidence, too, need for chaplains. 


Father Maguire, during his long term service, has 
watched navy men advance years and responsibility. 
has, especially since the outbreak this war, been 
alert non-combatant, the human characteristics 
that are found real heroes. this book, his 
second tribute our nation’s heroes, recalls their love 
God, love fellowmen, and devotion duty with 
eloquence that carries the ring his own religious fervor 
and patriotism. 


The Captain Wears Cross recommended for young 
and old. recommended special manner those 
who, avidly following the news cities and towns de- 
stroyed, are apt forget that humanity suffering. 

Gunther, John. Day, What Preceded It; What Fol- 
lowed. Harper. Mar. 1944. $3.00. 


This work might entitled “Inside Gunther,” being 
personal account his meanderings about Africa, 
Malta, Egypt and Turkey. Gunther belongs the old 
stock American journalist who gathers his information 
between sips mint julep bars from Algiers through 
Cairo and Istanbul. The material gathered deals mainly 
with personalities. There attempt study deeper 
trends nor truly interpret the news. Much the book 
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taken with account the personal discomforts 
suffered John Gunther. result the newspaper 
pool, was the only American correspondent attached 
General Eisenhower’s headquarters but throws 
new light the events which preceded followed the 
invasion Sicily which was “D” day. fact, dis- 
cussing the downfall Mussolini, one gathers that the 
American and British public knew much not more 
about what was happening than did Gunther. His de- 
scription the soft underbelly Europe now some- 
what out date since the underbelly has proved 
anything but soft. fact, the may prove 
one the greater myths the war. The amount 
time Gunther actually spent the front seems 
slight. One wonders about correspondent who found 
necessary use his flashlight for light typing dis- 
patches when his quarters were within direct artillery 
range the enemy who used his flashlight during air 
raids. might seem that few people are far removed 
from what warfare actually like than people such 
this. Much the language the book does not lend 
itself use younger readers. fact, anyone who 
reads the daily dispatches reputable newspaper will 
get more than from perusal Gunther’s work. 
James Eagan, 


College New Rochelle. 
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